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Summer 2013 Update—Safe Havens Program
Louisville Metro Visitation & Exchange Center

By Katherine Tillett, Safe Havens Outreach

This summer has been busy for the Louisville Metro
Visitation and Exchange Center (LMVEC). 1,026
times during June and July, we helped adult and
child survivors of domestic violence stay safe while
children spent time with their visiting parents.

Our program has begun strategic planning to
prepare for serious funding challenges looming in
the near future. Primary funding for LMVEC
services has been provided by the Federal Depart-
ment of Justice through the Office on Violence
against Women since fall of 2003. Our Safe
Havens grant funding these services is scheduled to
end December 31, 2014. Going forward, the Safe
Havens grant program will no longer be a stand-
alone grant program, but one of several program
areas competing for the same federal dollars.
Despite having one of the largest, longest running
programs continually funded by DOJ and LMVEC's
stellar review during a federal site visit in June, it is
highly possible federal funding will be absent or
greatly reduced for LMVEC after December 2014.

In response, we have been reaching out to the
community to help brainstorm creative new ways
LMVEC might support families who are presently
ineligible for services due to restrictions in the Safe
Havens grant, as well as new funding possibilities.
One such potential future service currently being
explored as a pilot program through the Metro
Office for Women is virtual visitation, which would
allow secure and monitored visits between a parent
and children over the internet. So far, potential
participants have included families in which a
parent is incarcerated, families in which the child is
afraid to consent to a face-to-face visit, and
parents unable to visit with children in person due to
distance. We know there are many families who
need the safety LMVEC provides and many differ-
ent forms these services could take. We would love
to hear your ideas on how we might grow LMVEC in
the future to better meet the varied safety needs of
families with a history of domestic violence. Please
let us know if you have questions or comments:

of w@louisvilleky.gov.
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